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َﱪوا ِﻣﺎ َﺋ ًﺔ،
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َ ﱢ
َ
ﻚ ِْ
اﳊ َﻠ ِﻖَ ،ﻓ َﻮ َﻗ َ
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ﻒ َﻋ َﻠ ْﻴ ِﻬ ْﻢَ ،ﻓ َﻘ َﺎل َ :ﻣﺎ َﻫ َﺬا ا ﱠﻟ ِﺬي َأ َراﻛ ُْﻢ ﺗ َْﺼﻨَ ُﻌ َ
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ﴎ َع َﻫ َﻠ َﻜ َﺘﻜ ُْﻢ! َﻫ ُﺆ َﻻ ِء َﺻ َﺤﺎ َﺑ ُﺔ َﻧﺒِ ﱢﻴﻜ ُْﻢ
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ْﴪ َ ،وا ﱠﻟ ِﺬي َﻧ ْﻔ ِﴘ ﺑِ َﻴ ِﺪ ِه ،
ـ َﺻ ﱠﲆ ا ﱠُ
ﷲ َﻋ َﻠ ْﻴ ِﻪ َو َﺳ ﱠﻠ َﻢ ـ ُﻣﺘ ََﻮاﻓِ ُﺮ َ
ونَ ،و َﻫﺬه ﺛ َﻴﺎ ُﺑ ُﻪ َﱂ ْ َﺗ ْﺒ َﻞ َ ،وآﻧ َﻴ ُﺘ ُﻪ َﱂ ْ ُﺗﻜ َْ
ﳏ ﱠﻤ ٍﺪ َ ،أ ْو ُﻣ ْﻔﺘَﺘِ ُﺤﻮ َﺑ ِ
ﺎب َﺿ َﻼ َﻟ ٍﺔ“َ ،ﻗﺎ ُﻟﻮا َ :واﷲﱠِ َﻳﺎ َأ َﺑﺎ َﻋ ْﺒ ِﺪ
إِ ﱠﻧﻜ ُْﻢ َﻟ َﻌ َﲆ ِﻣ ﱠﻠ ٍﺔ ِﻫ َﻲ َأ ْﻫﺪَ ى ِﻣ ْﻦ ِﻣ ﱠﻠ ِﺔ ُ َ
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ﳚ ِ
ﺎوزُ ﺗ ََﺮ ِاﻗ َﻴ ُﻬ ْﻢ َ ،وا ْﻳ ُﻢ اﷲﱠِ َﻣﺎ َأ ْد ِري َﻟ َﻌ ﱠﻞ َأ ْﻛ َﺜ َﺮ ُﻫ ْﻢ
َﻋ َﻠ ْﻴ ِﻪ َو َﺳ ﱠﻠ َﻢ َﺣﺪﱠ َﺛﻨَﺎ َأ ﱠن َﻗ ْﻮ ًﻣﺎ َﻳ ْﻘ َﺮؤُ َ
ون ا ْﻟ ُﻘ ْﺮآ َن َﻻ ُ َ
اﳊ َﻠ ِﻖ ﻳ َﻄ ِ
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ﺎﻋﻨُﻮﻧَﺎ َﻳ ْﻮ َم
ﻣ ْﻨﻜ ُْﻢ“ ُ ،ﺛ ﱠﻢ ﺗ ََﻮ ﱠﱃ َﻋﻨ ُْﻬ ْﻢ َ ،ﻓ َﻘ َﺎل َﻋ ْﻤ ُﺮو ْﺑ ُﻦ َﺳ َﻠ َﻤ َﺔَ :ر َأ ْﻳﻨَﺎ َﻋ ﱠﺎﻣ َﺔ ُأو َﻟﺌ َﻚ ْ ُ
اﻟﻨ ْﱠﻬ َﺮ َو ِ
ان َﻣ َﻊ َْ
اﳋ َﻮ ِارجِ .
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‘Amr ibn Salamah (may Allah have mercy on him) said: We used to sit at
the door of Abdullah ibn Mas’ood (may Allah be pleased with him) before Fajr
prayer, so that when he comes out, we would walk with him to the masjid, then
Abu Moosa al-Ash’ari (may Allah be pleased with him) came to us and said: Has
Abu ‘Abd al-Rahmaan come out to you yet? We said: No. So he sat with us until
he came out, and when he came out we all stood up.
Abu Moosa said to him: O Abu ‘Abd al-Rahmaan (Ibn Mas’ud), just now I saw
something in the masjid that I have never seen before, and I did not see except
(that which is) good.
Ibn Mas’ud said: What was it?
Abu Musa said: If you live, you will see it. In the masjid I saw some people
sitting in circles waiting for the prayer. In every circle there was a man, and in
their hands they had pebbles. That man would say: Say Allahu akbar (Allaah is
Most Great) one hundred times, and they would say Allahu akbar one hundred
times. The man would say: Say Laa ilaaha ill-Allah (there is no god but Allah) one
hundred times, and they would say Laa ilaaha ill-Allah one hundred times. The
man would say: Say Subhan-Allah (Glory be to Allah) one hundred times, and
they would say Subhan-Allah one hundred times.
Ibn Mas’ud said: What did you say to them?
Abu Musa said: I did not say anything to them; I was waiting to see what
you think and I waited for your command.
Ibn Mas’ud said: Why did you not tell them to count their bad deeds and
guarantee to them that their good deeds would not go to waste?
Then Ibn Mas’ud moved on and we moved on with him until he came to one of
those circles, and he stood over them and said: What is this that I see you doing?
They said: O Abu ‘Abd al-Rahmaan, these are stones with which we count the
takbeers (‘Allaahu akbar’), tahleel (‘Laa ilaaha illa-Allaah’) and tasbeeh (‘SubhaanAllaah’).
Ibn Mas’ud said: Count your bad deeds, for I guarantee to you that none of
your good deeds will be lost. Woe to you, O ummah of Muhammad! How quickly
you have become doomed! There are the Companions of your Prophet (peace be
upon him) still alive and numerous, and his cloak has not worn out, and his
vessel is not yet broken (meaning it wasn’t too long ago when the Prophet peace
be upon him had passed away). By the One in Whose hand is my soul, you are
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either following a way that is more guided than the way of Muhammad or you are
opening a door to misguidance.
They said: By Allah, O Abu ‘Abd al-Rahmaan, we intended nothing but
good.
Ibn Mas’ud said: How many of those who intend good do not achieve it.
The Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) told us that some
people would recite the Qur’an and it would not go any further than their collarbones. By
Allah, I do not know, perhaps most of them are from among you.
Then Ibn Mas’ud turned away from them (and left).
‘Amr ibn Salamah said: We saw most of those (people in these) circles on the
side of the Khawaarij fighting us on the day of Al-Nahrawan.
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